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I.—Forz1agn Potritics. 


urabhi-o-Patdkd, of the 11th April, refers to the signing of Svsasst-o-Patays, 
wel the treaty between Government aud the “4% 
Chinese Amban, and remarks as follows :— 
The terms of this treaty have not been made known to the ublic. 
But if any war or other complication arises out of this treaty, it 1s the 
Indian that will have to find money for it, and it is the native soldier that 
will have to give up his head first, and so Government does not seem very 
anxious about the matter. It is stated in the Anglo-Indian newspapers 
that China’s hold upon Tibet is very feeble, and that the people of Tibet 
are not likely to obey any orders of the Chinese Emperor having reference 
to the admission of foreigners into their country. And if Tibet disobeys any 
such order of the Emperor, China would not be likely to go into a quarrel 
over the matter. This new treaty with China will only lead to fresh com- 
| plications in future. 


The new treaty with China. 


II].—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. 


9, The Saki, of the 8th April, has learnt that Government has issued Saxtl, 
an order to the effect that all Bengali dramas 4?" * °°. 
should receive the ¢mprimatur of the police 

authorities before being put on the boards. The police have also received 

instructions from Government to enter into any play-house during the perfor- 

mance of a play, in order to see that the play is not one that has not been 

sanctioned by them, and that no addition has been made to a play after its 

examination. ‘The writer is at a loss to make out why the native theatres 

have so suddenly excited the suspicion of Government. Can it be that it is 


The police and the native stage. 


its desire that the indigo-planters should not find their oppressions repre- 


sented on the stage as they found once before after the publication of the 
Nildarpan. 


% The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 8th April, says that under Bonowan saxnvam, 


Mr. Robertson, the new Sub-Inspector of the 4?" * 18%. 
Palit, Bordmac” Sub-Inspector of Burdwan Police, the supervision of the native 
constabulary of the town has become rather 
lax. Hukum Singh, Mr. Robertson’s predecessor, was much more strict 
in this respect, and it is hoped that Mr. Robertson will follow his example. 
4. A correspondent of , _ ty mg “ the pg tp sme 5 yh. 
ieee we ,, the dacoity in the house of Kangali Charan “ ™ 
me pee <S Do Denngheh Gane. Madak of Srinagar, a village within the juris- 
diction of the Chakdaha thana in the Ranaghat sub-division of the Nuddea 
district, and says that the detection of the dacoits was due chiefly to a constable 
of the Ranaghat thana, Pijaruddi by name. It was Pijaruddi who arrested 
the chief dacoit, Sonai Mallik of Kuropara, and thereby made the arrest of 
: @ other dacoits a comparatively easy affair. But his name, nevertheless, 
a8 not been mentioned in connection with this case, either in the police 
“ary, Or in the records of the Courts. The omission has disheartened 


jaruddi, and Mr. Graham, District Superintendent of Police, Nuddea, is 
requested to do him justice. 


()— Working of the Courts. 


5. The Sahachar, of the 19th March, makes the following observa- —sanaonas, 
O’Hara’s discharge. tions in an article on O’Hara’s discharge by Mar. 19h, 1800. 
a. ene the Full Bench of the High Court :-— 
On € public mind was so profoundly agitated by the discharge of 
ara by the Full Bench of the High Court that it was not possible last 
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week to discuss the question in a calm and impartial spirit. A carey 
consideration of the arguments of Counsel gnd of the judgment of the Qo 
eannot but lead té the conclusion that there has been a gross miscarriage of 


justice in this case. Of course, the Judges cannot be charged with hay; 


shown any partiality tothe European offender, but it is clear that they har 
committed a very serious error. : 


Now, in the first place, the High Court had no power under the law t, 
try the case as an Appellate Court, the only power it is vested with in gueh 
cases being the power to decide points of law, where such points are raised 
on behalf of an accused in the course of a trial and are supported by the 
certificate of the Advocate-General. 

‘The men who are entrusted with tie task of drafting Parliamentary 


statutes are not briefless Indian barristers or amateur legislators ike 


Sir Henry Harrison, and the language they use in their drafts is gueh 


as every educated man is able to understand. And according to the 
ordinary and commonsense interpretation of the words in the Hioh 
Court’s charter, the arguments employed by Mr. Phillips were perfectly 
unanswerable. But the accused had Mr. Woodroffe for his counsel, and 
the Judges found him too much for them. Not one of the three Native 
Judges, who had been either pleaders or barristers and are all well up in the 
work of eross-examination, sat on the Full Bench. Mr..O’Kinealy, at Jesst, 
who has a profound knowledge of the criminal law, ought to have sat on it, 
It was contended on behalf of the accused (1) that it was an error in 
law to convict on the evidence of Goldsborough and MeDermott, who wer 
both accomplices, and (2) that the accused should ‘be discharged on the 
ground that the testimony of those accomplices was uncorroborated, ‘The 
Judges have admitted the force of both these pcints. 
Bat were the witnesses Goldsborough and McDermott really accom- 
pliees ? Tne explanation given of the term “accomplice” by the 
Advocate-General and the Full Bench is precisely that which was given 
of it by Mr. Justice Norris. Now what is the law on this point? 
If two or more persons set about with intent to commit any cnminal 
offence, they are all guilty, no matter how many among them actually 
commit the offence. Now, in such cases, if one of the men is brought 
to trial and the rest are made witnesses, the propriety of inflicting punish 
ment on the accused on the testimony.of the latter may be fairly open 
to question. Yet the legislature has provided for the punishment of | 
the accused under such circumstances. For where no _ independent 
testimony is available—as was the casein this Dam-Dum murder—it could 
never be itsintention that the offender should escape. Section 114 of the 
Evidence Act, indeed, says that the court may presume that an accomplices 
unworthy of credit ; but the same section also saysthat the court may believe 
the testimony of accomplices when they are captured in different places and 
when they all give the same account of a crime without any previous concert 
among themselves. It was proved that the evidence given by McDermott 
and Goldsborough was of this deecription. The law regarding accomplice 
was not made by the legislature. It isa Pe ipa ~~ Nevertheles, 
in a certain case, Sir Barnes Peacock convicted an accused person on p 
similar evidence. But then, in that case, the accused was not defended by 
Mr. Woodroffe and the Judge was Chief Justice Sir Barnes Peacock. 
law also says that a conviction is not illegal merely because it is based up’ 
the uncorroborated testimony of an accomplice. ‘Now in this O’Hara 
it was clearly the duty of the Judges to have acted according to this ve" 
of the law, and the more so ag the case was tried by a European jury oad 
the depositions of the witnesses were not recorded in full,  =—s—iwys 
And what were the facts of this case? Four. soldiers left thei barra 
on @ pig-shooting excursion, And when they committed theft atone ™" 
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sispensary and trespassed into the house of another, it is clear that all of them 
ispe Ck 
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ere guilty of those offences. stat trove sffenees i: for one, could not 
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them at that time rie pe ’ Toke a case. There was a riot between 
ther the opposite of this, ok part in it, was wounded and 
rs pore Wahed Ali, who at first op pe the Toadeside. ‘In the 
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certainly the High Court would have a iheh cen of Me saben aol 
a te 
Se aa. deta ty under section 149 of the Penal Code 
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¢ of the British army, 
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Yoiané—" and he ten shot Selim dead, low could Goldaborough been 
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everything, and of course felt great sympathy with the Buropean accuses . 
this case. But a sense of duty compelled them to return the verdict of 
guilty. How did the Full Bench know what their verdict would have bee, 
under other circumstances? In the name of law, justice, dharma and 
humanity, the writer strongly protests against the manner in which th. 
Judges dealt with the facts of this case. Mr. Justice Norris did not 
record the depositions of the witnesses in full. Indeed the Judges of ¢}, 
High Court are not required to record full depositions like the Beggign, 
Judges in the mofussil. And, in this case, the Judges decided on the 
facts as taken down by the reporters of newspapers. But under why 
law are reporters’ notes admissible as evidence? Could the Judges hay, 
punished a person, charged with having given false evidence, solely on the 
strength of notes of evidence taken down by newspaper reporters? aj 
honour to Mr. Phillips for the strong —_ he made against this course. 
But his protest went unheeded. The Judges have, of course, done wha 
they believed was required by dharma and justice. It is for them to mak 
nice and hair-splitting distinctions, but they that bring to the consideratig, 
of such questions only their own strong common sense are all agreed that, 
by discharging O’Hara, the Full Bench has acted «lira vires, 

It was pointed out by Mr. Phillips that, according to the terms of the 
High Court’s charter, the Full Bench can pass “* order and sentence,” that is 
to say, can pass one sentence in lieu of another. But Mr. Woodroffe 
contended that “ order” includes “order of discharge”; and as the use of 
the word ‘ and ” would lead to the absurd reading, “discharge and 
sentence,” he further contended that “‘and”’ in this passage means “or,” 
And the Judges have cried “ditto” to him. But take acase. A person 


writes to a hotel-keeper that as he and his friend are going to his hotel, he should 
have dinner ready for them. The hotel-keeper accordingly gets dinner ready 


for two men. The two friends do not go, and their dinner is spoilt. The 
hotel-keeper sues for the price of two men’s dinner. Now will the 
Judges accept the contention in this case that, following the procedure 
adopted in O’Hara’s case, the word avd in the letter to the hotel-keeper 
means “or,” and that the hotel-keeper therefore is entitled to recover only 
the price of one dinner? The fact is, in going to make hair-splitting distinc 
tions, the Full Bench has committed a most ludicrous blunder, and the 
word “and,” it must be confessed, has been the cause of that blunder. 
The Morning Post newspaper says that, when, after his discharge, 
O’Hara was going back to his regiment, he received a perfect ovation from 
many Europeans at Allahabad; and the writer thinks it probable that the 
song ‘‘See the conquering hero comes” was not omitted on the occasiol. 
How can “the natives” understand all this enlightenment? But wil 
Government remain content with this? All the newspapers, including 
even the Pioneer and the Englishman, are saying that a great wrong be 
been committed, and that the perpetrator of a brutal murder has got 
unpunished. A correspondent of the Englishman newspaper asks, cannot 
these four soldiers be punished under section 457 of the Penal Code for 
the offence of theft? If four natives had been guilty of the crime which 
has been committed by these European soldiers, would they have been thos 
allowed to go scot-free ? The murderer, it is true, has not been traced, b 
will nothing be done even in regard to the offences which the accused bare 
been proved to have committed? The people of this country are looked dow 
upon as “natives,” but are not the “natives” justified, in the presence 
these facts, in saying that, though the profession is always made ¥ 
Government that all are equal in the eye of the law, there ® 4 
ractice one law for the native and another for the European? the 
as been truly remarked by the Amrita Bazar Patrika that, under th 
British Government, all the justice is reserved for the natives and 
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Europeans, Will these four soldiers be permitted to rejoin 
a the arte of this occurrence will certainly reach Russia. ‘* Do 
t talk of Siberia after this! Even the Ozar does not allow such things 
ra e in St. Petersburgh.” 
to be don 
The Police and the Cantonment Magistrate have done their duty 
‘a this case. Even the Viceroy 1s said to have expressed a strong desire 
to gee it properly investigated. But what is Government's duty after 
what has occurred ? A feeling of uneasiness has taken possession of 
men’s minds, and all natives, high and low, have ceased to feel themselves 
safe in the presence of Europeans. It seems that, henceforward, Europeans 
will obtain the benefit of the word “and.” All over the country Huropean 
offenders are being either discharged or nominally punished. The safety 
of person and property, which it is the proud boast of the British Govern- 
ment to have brought to the people of India, has ceased to exist as against 
Buropean offenders. And has not this injured the “prestige” upon 
which Government sets so much value? It has now come to this 
that the life of a native subject of Her Majesty can be taken with 
impunity, justice being administered in the present unsatisfactory fashion. 
What can a European not do? And yet it issaid that the English 
Government makes no distinction of colour. To return to the O’Hara 
case, The public consider the interpretation of the High Court’s charter 
and of the term accomplice given by the Full Bench as erroneous. Should 
not the law be amended in this respect? Should it not also be enacted 
that, like the Sessions Judges, the Judges of the High Court too must record 
depositions in full? And, in conclusion, it is to be asked whether, con- 
sidering that O’Hara has only been discharged, Government should not 
apply for his re-trial, the result of the decision of the Full Bench being 
simply this, that the case remains where it was before it came up before 
the jury, that is to say, that O’Hara still remains committed to the Sessions. 
Why have not McDermott and the two others been put on their trial for 
the offences which were committed by them ? Would the authorities have let 
them off if they had been natives? Of course, the Government looks with 
equal eye upon all its subjects. It is upon this that it depends for its 
existence, But it gets a bad name for the laches of its officers. In view 
of the public uneasiness and sense of insecurity, Government should not 
remain silent in this O'Hara case. The respect which the people of this 
country formerly entertained for Englishmen has considerably diminished. 
And are the natives alone to be blamed for this result? But be that as it 
| May, there can be no doubt that it has become necessary for the Government 
toremove this uneasiness from the public mind. The editor does not wish 
to be misunderstood. He will never advise anybody to break the law. Let 
a hundred O’Haras escape, he will yet advise the people to obey the law. 
Human life, nevertheless, is not a thing to be made a sport of. Even the 
beggar considers his own life more valuable than that uf Lord Iansdowne. 
Will the people of this country remain quiet if European offenders are 
thus let off unpunished or very slightly punished? It is not everybody 
that knows the law or has the necessary amount of patience. Govern- 
ment should beware and warn its Magistrates, or the Lynch law will be 
ollowed in this country. And that would be a result which no one would 
consider desirable. 
6. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 8th April, says that the issue of 


Th , , 
sn lection of road cess in the postcard notices by the Burdwan Collectorate, 


demanding the road cess, is causing much in- 
“onvenience to holders of small lakhiraj property. These = have to 


- to the town of Burdwan from distant villagesfor the payment of 
“thes, and as the Collectorate is quite crowded they have to wait for two or 
ge ays before they can succeed in depositing the cess. This delay entails 
‘mM much additional trouble and expenditure. The cess is also being 
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demanded from those holders of jakhiraj property. who have been paying ; 
to the talukdurs, and this notwithstanding that the fact of their Piyg 
it in this way 18 mentioned in.their road cess dakhilas, 


Again, the Collectorate is doing a wrong thing by requiring all lakhins; 
holders without distinction ta submit new returns. The authorities shoy)} 
consider whether or not only those lakbiraj holders should be asked to su 


submit 
new returns whose property or rent-rate has undergone increase or decrease 


In some cases the cess has been demanded twice from the same lakhira} 
holders. This is no doubt owing to the amla, and the Deputy Mapistrat. 
in charge of the Road Cess Department is asked to keep a strict eye oye, 
his men. 

The attention of the Deputy Collector is also drawn to the fact tha 


the peons of the Road Cess office are levying blackmail on all people coming 
to the office to pay the cess. 


7. The same paper says that a Deputy Magistrate of Burdwan ha 


a very excitable temper and that h asion- 
A Deputy Magistrate of Burdwan. y g AC OCCasion 


ally talks loosely from the bench and shoy 
improper zeed. | 


8. The Surabhi-o-Patdkd, of the 11th April, refers to the transfer of 


"Donnel), Magist f : 
iT. onne agistrate r 
Mr. Luson in Magura and Jhenidah. Mr. O'Dc : a! ? om J Cssore, 


and says that unless Mr. Luson is tran. 
fered from that district the indigo disputes in Magura and Jhenidah 


will not come to an end. Mr. Luson is still convicting 60 to 70 persons 
at asingle sitting, and is fining poor ryots to the extent of Rs. 1,500, 
And is not Government still convinced that the ryots are being oppressed by 
Mr. Luson? And if it is convinced on that point, why does it not take 
prompt measures to save the ryots from oppression ? If the Lieutenant 
Governor cannot come to a prompt decision on the subject, His Honour 
should at least dothe ryots the favour of removing Mr. Luson from among 
them. Reference is then made to Mr. Luson’s letter to Babu Bhupendn 
Kumar Roy, zemindar of Narail, and the remark is made that that letter isa 
proof that the acts of oppression of which Mr. Luson is guilty are being 
committed by him wilfully and not in the execution of his duties. — 
9. The same paper says that since wa transfer of a Price to 
, . Rajshahye, the people of that part of the country 
Mr. Price, Magistrate of Rajshahye. a bei i wad pode 4% the serracls 
of Messrs. Watson and Company, who had been, before Mr. Price’s arrival, 
bound down to keep the peace. Relying on the reports of the police, Me. Pnee 
has dismissed the cases brought by the ryots and prosecuted some of the 
latter for bringing false charges. He also refuses to give copies of the 
police reports to those who apply for the same. Government will certaialy 
encourage Mr. Price, a Magistrate, to do acts for which Mr. Lusop, # 
Assistant Magistrate, is receiving so much encouragement at its hands. 
10. The Sanjtoani, of the 12th April, has the following abou 
ee hie _ Mr. Luson, Joint-Magistrate of Magura and 
Mr. yn in Jessore. Sieedlel scin 3 ; 
Mr. Luson’s letter to Baboo Bhupendra Kumar Roy, zemindar of Naral, 
is interfering with the disposal of their holdings by the ryvte of Moguth 


It is doubtful whether a Magistrate can stop such transactions, and Mr. Low 
is probably abusing his executive power by interfering with them io this ¥4): 


Mr. Luson says in his letter that these transactions between Baboo Bhup 
Kumar and the ryots of Magura are illegal under the Tenancy Act The 
writer, however, finds nothing in that Act which can be construed a8 making. 
such transactions illegal. And supposing Mr. Luson’s view of the matte 4 
be correct, it is not forhim, but for the civil courts, to declare that gue 
transactions are illegal. Mr, Luson is certainly one of the class of Maguay 


ee J =~ ——h ee — 
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their own orders possess greater weigh than even the provisions 
- one “a who therefore defy the Jaw in all that they do. It is also 
2 ar that, in writing his letter to Baboo Bhupendra Kumar, Mr. Lason 
oe osely taken the side of the manager of the Nowhatta Ooncern. 
~ Pr eebiel which is done by vesting criminal judicial power and executive 
i ‘1 one and the same person is made clear by Mr. Luson’s conduct 
Mt his matter. There can be no doubt that Mr. Luson will, in his judicial 
acity, carry out the threats he has held out to Baboo Bhupendra Kumar 
a capacity of an executive officer. oe ae 
Seeing Mr. Luson’s partiality towards the indigo planters, it is idle to 
expect that the ryots will receive justice at his hands. Government should 
carefully consider whether it is advisable to keep Mr. Luson in charge of 
his present office any longer. ee se 
Mr. Luson says that Government views with displeasure the riots that 
have occurred at Narail. But has Government shut its eyes to the misdeeds 
of Mr. Selby ? And how long, for the matter of that, does Government 
mean to turn a deaf ear to the wailing of the poor ryotg 2 
Mr. Luson has already punished more than three hundred ryots by sum- 


mary trial, and it is stated that, while out on horseback, one Sunday, he disposed 


of certain cases without alighting from his horse, and sentenced some ryote 
to imprisonment and some to fines. It is difficult to believe such a story, 
but it becomes quite credible when Mr. Luson’s attitude towards the ryots 


is taken into consideration. 


It is a pity that a Governor like Sir Steuart Bayley has not yet seen 
his way to putting down this state of lawlessness and anarchy. 
11. A correspondent writes tothe same 
paper as follows :— Se en 
With the arrival of Mr. Luson began the troubles of the poor and in- 
cffensive ryots of Jhenidah. According to the indigo-planters, these quite 
people became all of a sudden so turbulent that they could not help drag- 
ging them into Court on charges of theft, riot, unlawful assembly, damages, 
and so on. ee 
Mr. Luson came to Jhenidah on the 7th January last, and within these 


Mr. Luson in dessore. 


| three months he has issued five hundred warrants and summonses, has 


detained fifty or sixty men in hajut, cast twenty-nine men into jail, and 
exacted Rs. 931 from the ryots in the shape of fines. In addition to these 
criminal cases, 108 civil suits have been instituted within the same period 
against 1,374 ryots, and various sums, making a total of Rs. 4,000, have 
been decreed against them. Tne sentences in the criminal cases have 
varied from imprisonment for six weeks to fine ranging from one to five 
rupees. The Aajut is overcrowded, and though the Commissioner is reported 
to have drawn Mr. Luson’s attention to the matter, no improvement is 
visible in this respect. In one instance, some cucumbers grown by a ryot 
were destroyed under the orders and in the presence of the ‘indigo-planters’ 
men and the police, and it is said that in so doing they were all acting under 


the instructions of the Joint-Magistraie issued under section 622 of the 


Criminal Procedure Code. If so, why is the suit brought by the ryot énter- 
tained, and why is he uonecessarily harassed ? 
Mr. Luson does not properly treat those respectable people who have 
o come to his court on business. He behaved very rudely towards the pleader 
Babco Jadunath Mazumdar, M.A., B.L., for coughing withis the cout onert 
_, it may be that Mr. Luson is doing justice'in the cages that are being 
lied by him. But the popular feeling is that he is not doing go. As one 
instance, it is said that the cases about theft of pulses must be +. cases 
ecause the indigo-planters have never heen known to cultivate pulses or 
even to purchase them, and yet several ryots have been sent to prison at the 
lustanc: of th: planters for theft of pulses, = 
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As matters now stand, the ryots are laying the blame of their Present 

troubles not on the planters, but on Her Majesty’s Government, fy, al 
that they now complain of is that they do not get justice at the hands 
of the “ Jantoo Shaheb,” and that they are unnecessarily oppressed by th, 
police. 
: The writer cares neither for indigo, nor for the ryote. All that he i 
solicitous about is lest the present state of things should tarnish the goo 
name of Her Majesty’s just Government.. That would indeed be intolerah), 
to the loyal people of India. Indigo cultivation has become a losing cop. 
cern, and it is destined to die out sooner or later; and it is also corti, 
that the indigo-planters will in good time leave the country. But the baj 
name that Mr. Luson is reaping for Government will endure for ever, and 
it is this thought that is causing poignant grief in the hearts of th 
Indian people. 


12. The Navavibhékar Sddharant, of the 14th April, regrets that it 


own complaints about irregularities in ¢) 
ee eee Burdwan Road Cess Office, as well as those r 
the Burdwan Sanjtvant newspaper on that head, have failed to attract 


Government’s attention to the matter. It is said that the Deputy Collecto 
in charge of the office is a good man. Why does he not then try to remedy 
the evil? It is said that the Lieutenant-Governor will be shortly memo. 
rialised on the subject. Will not His Honour “ wipe away the tears of the 
black Bengalis” ? 

13. The Daintk-o-Sdmachdr Chandrika, of the 16th April, admits that 


hesinin tenia the Bengalis have become litigious, but holds 

Boy cee cu ee the English Government responsible for this 
Its greed of gold has led the. English Government to abolish the ancient 
panchayet and to establish law courts without number all over the land. 
And the laws of the English Government are also so framed as to make those 
courts a source of income toit. It is not the writer alone that holds this 
view of the matter. The late Justice Dwarkanath Mitra wrote to Dr. 
Congreve, the follower of Comte, and the foremost English Positivist, de- 
ploring the mischief that the English law courts are doing in this country. 
It is the English that have made the Bengalis litigious, and curiously enough 


it is also they that abuse the Bengalis for their litigiousness, 


(d)— Fducation. 


14. The Sehachar, of the 9th April, says that the Calcutta University 


Influenza and the B. L. Examination. has done a very wrong thing by rejecting 


: the application of the B.L. candidates fo 
the fixing of alater date for the B. L. Examination in consideration of 


the Jererens of influenza. What is the knighted Sénkhya Purushe of 
the Snention Department now doing? Does he take no interest in thes 
matters 


15. Referring to the last B. L. Examination, the Sanjévant, of the 


The last B. L. Examination. 12th April, says that although the Assistaat 


- Registrar of the University had stated, 1 
reply to enquiries made by certain B. L. candidates, that “the unsuccessful 


B. L. candidates had the option of substituting the books appointed for 
the B. L. Examination of 1889 for the examination of 1890, with the excep 
tion of paper No. 4,” it is now found, on an inspection of the papers ee 
at the last B. L. Examination, that the third paper contained four questions 
carrying forty marks, which were not from the text-books which — 

unsuccessful candidates had to read. Now who is to be held responsible 
for this vagary? The examinees should not certainly be made to suffer 00 
this account. These forty marks ought, in justice to the candidates who 


(oe) 


re unsuccessful at the examination of last year, to be distributed among 
re nestions set from the old text-books. 
si "6 Referring to the petition made to the Lieutenant-Governor by 
the guardians of the pupils reading in the 
Bethune College (see Report on Native Papers 
for week ending the 5th April, paragraph 13), the same paper says that 
the President of the Managing Committee is attempting to prove that 
most of those who have signed the petition have done so without oe 
‘ts contents. That a man of the President’s position in society shoul 
not hesitate to use such an artful policy in order to exonerate himself 
and his Committee from the charges made against them 1s simply disgrace- 

ful and does not speak well for the future of the country. © ' 

One of the charges against the Managing Committee is that they 
have appointed a teacher who has committed bigamy. The President of 
the Committee having enquired of the teacher if the charge was true, 
the latter told him that he took a second wife only after the death of the 
frst. Baboo Pratap Chandra Mozumdar, physician to the President's family, 
was told by the President that he had, by signing the petition, made himself 
S liable to a charge of libel, and he thereupon: at once withdrew his name 

from the petition, alleging, as his reason for so doing, that he had signed it 
without reading its contents. But Baboo Pratap Chandra was not content 
| with doing this. He accused another petitioner of having, from motives of 
— his own, made use of a false representation in order to induce him to sign the 

petition. And then when the accused gentleman wrote to Baboo Pratap 
Chandra to say that he would substantiate the charge against the teacher, 
Pratap Baboo made no answer. The petitioner accused by Pratap Baboo 
also wrote a letter to the President containing a challenge to the teacher in 

question to bring a charge of libel against all the petitioners, or, if that 
| was considered inconvenient, against himself alone, if he thought that the 

charge against him was falsely made. But this: letter was not shown to 
the teacher, and the President, instead of taking a straightforward course, 
has chosen to have recourse toacrooked policy. It is said that a lady 
teacher of the school is also trying to induce her friends to withdraw their 
names from the petition, and that she has sueceeded in winning over to 
her side Baboo Prasanna Kumar Sen, the Brahmo missionary. She is also 
strongly defending the accused teacher Baboo Rasik Lal Banerji. 


17. The same paper says that the conduct of the University authorities, 


eae and especially of Mr. Tawney, in the matter 

iiiieied of the alleged disclosure of questions has been 

most praiseworthy. But if the enquiry, which has been so promptly insti- 

tuted, fails to come to a successful issue, it is the public that will be to blame. 
For it 1s seen that many of those who can give important evidence are makin 

light of the whole affair and are rather lukewarm in the matter. And these 

very persons will be the first to raise a cry against the University authorities 


they fail to find out the offenders, and so check the vicious practice of 
disclosing questions. 


The Bethune College. 


18. A correspondent writes to the same paper from Chuadanga as 
— follows :— 


Schoo, -"usdanga High English  §ome boys of the Chuadanga Higher Class 


| English School have become so wicked that 
4 has become absolutely necessary to expel them from the school lest 


my should infect the whole body of scholars. These boys visit houses of 
rae Some days ago they quarrelled with a shop-keeper in a brothel, 
en, 


e with the view of getting themselves retuliated, they attacked the 

op-keeper one day in his shop and fled away on the shop-keeper’s sending 
seh assistance of the police. The head-master of the school, having 
neertaken to deal out proper punishments to these boys after enquiry, the 
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shop-keeper desisted from seeking the protection of the law courts, a 
the head-master’s enquiry was going on, the boys again visited an unforh. 
nate and made a row in ber house. It is said that @ certain teacher of the 
school is encouraging the boys to continue in their evil course, and ig 


d + 
his best to secure for them the sympathy of the other boys of the hel. 


19. The Dacca Prakash, of the 18th April, says that it predicted, from 
The Middle Vernacular Examination the manner in which the examiners appointed — 
in Kast Bengal. with the approval of Baboo Dina Nath §@, 
Inspector of Schools, did their work, that this year the candidates at the 
vernacular examinations in Hast Bengal would be most unfairly treated, ang 
its prediction has been fulfilled to the letter. Nearly 80 per cent. of th 
candidates who appeared at the last Middle Vernacular Examination haye 
failed. Such a failure is quite unprecedented in Hast Bengal. 
20. The Dainik-o-Samachar roesraae of the 15th April, say, 
, . . _. that nothing can be a matter of greater re 
Bengali in the Calcutta University. oF reproach than that no tee ty 
be shown to the Bengali language, the mother-tongue of the Bangalis, jn 
Bengal’s only University. ‘The remark is commonly made that there are not 
in the Bengali language books that can be prescribed as fit text-books for 
the F. A. Examination, and that it is not possible to make a Bengal 
compilation that would answer the same purpose. But it isa fact that, before 
the introduction of Sanskrit into the curriculum of the University, and 
when the students of the Sanskrit College alone were examined in Sanskrit 
as their second language, Bengali had a place in the F. A. and B, A, 
Examinations, It is, therefore, difficult to understand why Bengali has 


ceased to occupy its old position in the University. Perhaps the question is 
too high for all but the Fellows of the University. 


According to the sages of the University, there can be no compilation 
in the Bengali language so well suited for the F’. A. Examination as the 
Sanskrit text-books which are fixed for that examination, and that, however 
difficult a Bengali compilation may be, it will not take the student more than 
two or three months to finish it. Itis really hard to see any real meaning in 
this. Everybody knows that the Bengali compilation fixed for the Entrance 
Examination is not taught with the same care as the text-book in 
Sanskrit. Teaching the meanings of a few words and a few grammatical 
peculiarities is not certainly the way to teach a language thoroughly. The 
fact is, nobody teaches Bengali with care, and so nobody learns it properly. 
The Bengali examinations are of a most superficial nature, and the task 
of selecting text-books in Bengali is performed with neither ability nor: care. 


Now as regards the Bengali compilations fixed for the Entrance 
Examination. The selections for the last few years have been far from easy, 
and itis simply incredible that the pundits in the majority of the school 
have been able to expound them with ease, or that the candidates fot 
the Entrance Examination have been able to master them withoul 
difficulty. It isthe conviction of the writer that the work of teaching 


Bengali, as well as of examining in it, is performed in a most perfunctory 
manner. 


Almost everybody reads Bharat Chandra, Kabikankan, Vidyapat, 
Chandidas, Ghanaram and other standard Bengali authors, but very few 
are found to possess a thorough and critical knowledge of their works. 
Not to speak of school-boys, even the most learned Fellows of the Univer 
sity and the teachers and examiners will find it difficult to understan! 
the best works of the Bengali poets. That the Bengali course for the 
Entrance Examination is often spoken of as being remarkably easy is SP) 


because no attempt is made to impart to the boys a critical knowledge of the 
selections comprised in it. 
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‘n Bengali poetry, so in Bengali prose, there are 8 large number of 
sai a ody fitly prescribed for the F, A. Examination. The 
Bengali translations of the Mahabharat and the Puranas are both, on account 
of their style and: subject-matter, extremely well suited for that examination. 
There is no likelihood of any extracts made from those works proving too easy 
for the F. A. candidates. There are not many teachers that can explain 
correctly and teach with effect the Santi Parva of the Mahabharat? There 
are many other works which may be selected as text-books for the F..A. 
Framination. Babu Bhudeb Mukharji’s Pushpanjals, for instance, is one 

/ of such works. And that book, as well as selected articles from the Fanga- 
darshan, the Aryadarshan, the Bandhava and other leading magazines may 
with advantage be appointed not only for the F. A., but also for the higher 
examinations. : 

It is the subject-matter, and not the language of a work, which makes 
it easy or difficult, Babu Bankim Chandra’s Viynanrahasya is a book 
written in a remarkably simple style, but it is nevertheless in many places 
difficult to understand. The authorities of the Calcutta University do not 
possess a knowledge of the Bengali language, nor have they any opportunities 
of acquiring it, And that is why they are loth to introduce Bengali into the 
F. A. course. Besides the translations of the Mahabharat and the Puranas, 
there are many good Bengali works which the F. A. candidates may be 
required to read. Selected works of Vidyasagar, Akshaya Kumar Datta, 
Tarashankar, Bankim Chandra, Kaliprasanna, Chandernath, Dwarkanath 
Vidyabhusan, Girish Chandra Vidyaratna, Ramkamal Bhattacharyya, and 
Dr. Rajandra Lal Mitra may be appointed as text-books in Bengali for the 
F. A. Examination. And the objection to Bengali on the ground of its being 
a very easy language may be disposed of by making the Bengali compilation 
somewhat voluminous. The following is a specimen Bengali course :— 

Annada Mangal — 6 

. — Chandi + aes 

Chandidas ‘a 

Ghanaram ve 

Mahabharat (Santiparva) 

Tarasankar’s Kadamvari ___... aes 

Vidyasagar’s translation of the Mahabharat 

- Bankim Chandra i. - 

10. Kaliprasanna 


‘, 
2. 
3 
4. 
dD. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9 


Attention should be paid to the teaching of rhetoric, grammar, and 
composition in the Bengali language. The last subject is extremely 
neglected at the present time. The boys should be taught both Sanskrit 
and Bengali. That will increase the importance of Bengali without 
injuring the prestige of Sanskrit. The truth is, the introduction of 


Bengali into the higher examinations of the University cannot be put off 
much longer, 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


21. The Burduan Sanjtoant, of the 8th April, asks the Municipal Borpwaw saxstvan, 
watering the streets of the town authorities of Burdwan to make some provi- “P18. 1600 
A auien sion for watering the streets of the town daily 
at least for two summer months every year. The streets have become quite 
a nuisance on account of the vast heaps of dust with which they are covered. 

2. A correspondent of the same paper says that as it has become 

Sanitation of Ranigunge town,  ®Uddenly very hot in the town of Ranigunge, 


shined and as cholera, in a rather mild form, has 
Y made its appearance at the coolie depét and some other places, it 


pa the tounicipal authorities to keep a strict eye upon the sanitation of 
vn. The streets should be kept cleao, the rotting heaps of refuse 
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matter should be removed therefrom, and the drains should be Properly 
flushed. oe ee oe | 2 
93. The Sulabh Samdchadr-o-Kushdaha, of the 11th April, says that 

| the scheme of Local Self-Government has been 
in operation in the country for nearly five years 
but the people, as a body, are yet far from understanding its principle, Ty 
dense ignorance of the masses will not even allow of their comprehending 
that the system is meant for their good. They think that the roads anq 
other public works which are constructed by the Local and District Board, 
are works constructed by Government through favour. When the electors 
are so very ignorant aod simple-minded, the Local and District Boards ought 
to be particularly careful in the discharge of their duties. But unfortunately 
the members of those Boards are not often found to perform their duties jy 
a disinterested spirit. The villages in which wealthy rate-payers or som 
among themselves reside generally become the first object of attention, to the 
utter neglect of the villages which are inhabited by the poorer classes, This 
does not speak very highly for the impartiality of the members. 

Local Self-Government has been conferred upon the people for their 
own good, and if Government is compelled, by reason of its abuse by the 
men who are returned to the Boards, to withdraw it, it is not the. Government, 
but the people themselves that will be to blame. © | 

94. The Ahmadi, of the 13th April, invites the attention of the 


Points for the consideration of the Mymensingh District Board to the following 
Mymensing District Board. points 2 nti 


Local Self-Government. 


(1) A statement of the annual income and expenditure of the Board 
is not published for the information of the public, although 
there is a rule requiring its publication. Probably many 
members of the Board themselve$ do not know what its 
income and expenditure are. The publication of such a 
statement at least twice a year in the local newspaper will 
be attended with beneficial results. 

(2 A statement of the public works that the Board propose t 
take up any year, including their estimated cost, ought to 
be published in the newspapers, either at the commence 
ment of the year in question, or at the end of the year 
preceding that in which such works are proposed to be 
executed. Such publication will, by eliciting criticism, do 
immense good to the Board. : 

(3) All work done for the Board by contractors should be inspected 
by officers on behalf of the Board before it is paid for 
Special inspectors should be appointed for this purpose, 8 
the District Engineer and bis subordinates cannot properly 
perform this work for want of time. 

(4) In constructing roads, the Board should take care that the 

diggings for earth are so made that they can become g° 
tanks for the use of the public. 


25. The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrant, of the 14th April, cannot under 
Water connection with small rented stand why the occupiers of tenanted houses 
houses in Calcutta. whose monthly rent is less than Rs. 
should not be allowed by the Calcutta Municipality to take water-pipes ” 
their houses, seeing that they pay water rate at the same rate (6 per cent. 
the occupiers of tenanted houses with a monthly rent of Re, 200. Tt 
occupiers of large tenanted houses, who have in their employ troops of gervanis 
male and female, will not feel any serious inconvenience if they ate ie 
allowed to take water-pipes into their houses. But those poor men who : 
in small rented houses, and who have not the means to engage gervanls ° 
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fetch pipe water, must suffer great hardship if they are not 
se being pee gt into their houses. It is strange that the large 
a 


number of native Commissioners in the. Municipality do not attend to the 


. f these poor tenants. Were they elected Commissioners only 
poy oy “ditto” at the municipal meetings ? 


(9 )—Raslways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


96, The Sabachar, of the 9th April, is glad to learn from Sir Charles 
rhe new Railway policy of Govern- Elliott's budget speech that Government con- 
ment. templates abandoning its practice of construct- 
ing railways On the guaranteed.system. Sir Charles has justly said that, as 
Government can now borrow at 3 per cent., why should it g° to a Company to 
ask it to borrow at 8% or 4 per cent.? Sir Charles’ proposal to confer the right 
of constructing branch railway lines in this country only on those Companies 
which construct main lines, does not commend itself to the writer. This 
right should be conferred on the natives of the country, and Government 
should not, at any rate, commit itself in any way in the matter, and should 
leave the question of constructing branch lines to be determined in every case 
on its own merits. The influx of foreign capital into a country 1s certainly 
not for its good, and it is desirable that such influx should gradually decrease. 
27. A-correspondent of the Sanjtvant, of the 12th April, says that 
Tikusage of @ passenger on the He was, on the Ist April last, a passenger by the 
seamer Crocodile in the Eastern Ben- steamer Crocodile, plying between Goalundo 
gl Hate Raliway Line. and Dacca, and that he had with him two girls 
who were both very ill. On the girls feeling very thirsty, the correspondent 
went to draw water from the steamer filter, whereupon the head-clerk of 
the steamer rushed furiously towards him, and caused one of his men to 
snatch from his hand the glass which had been half filled with water. The 
Clerk would hear no explanations, and used abusive language towards the 
correspondent. The captain of the steamer was immediately informed of the 
ill-usage, and promised to take proper steps in the matter, but does not 
apparently seem to have done so up to this time. The correspondent has 
sent a petition to the Traffic Superintendent drawiog his attention to the 
oe Will the Railway authorities take the trouble of making an 
enquiry 
28. A correspondent of the Uluberia Darpan, of the 13th April, says 
ee - the age _—s up . » ej of 
sub-division of the Hout dnt ©6=>-.- Letua, within the jurisdiction of the Bagnon 
ee ee thana in the Tlub-ria sub-division, district 
Howrah, has been causing much harm to local trade and agriculture. Baboo 
Nanda Lal Bagchi, Deputy Magistrate of Uluberia, is therefore requested 
‘(0 take steps with the view of deepening it. 
29. The same paper also draws attention to the silting up of the khal 
i : ; at Jangali Chak in the sub-division of Uluberia, 
Unberis ub tise eosali Chak in the and asks the Deputy Magistrate Baboo Nanda 
Lal Bagchi to take steps for its re-excavation. 
30. A correspondent of the Grdmvdst, of the 14th April, says that 
the proposed road from Uluberia to South 
Sivapur oa Syampur should pass by the west 
| of Gujarpur and not by the east of that 
village, and mentions the following grounds in support of his view :— 


1. The English school at Gujarpur being situated in the western 
part of the village, the boys of that school will be much 


benefited if the road is carried round the western side of 
the village, | 
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A bait is held in the village twice every week near th 
school, and much buying and selling goes i re 
hAt grounds every day. The want of a road in this n,,, 
of the village is therefore much felt by people in the iin 
season. | | . | " 

A post-office is located within the school building, and the ai 

-- -peons have to go to Syampur every week on postal busines 
And as there is no road in this part of the village, the peons 
have to swim over the watercourses on their way durin 
the rainy season. These peons will derive no advan 
if the road in question is taken round the eastern side of 

- Qujarpur. 

*As there is a large number of houses in the eastern part of 
Gujarpur, the road, in order to avoid these houses, yil 
have to take a serpentine course, and the construction 
of such a road will cost more than the construction 
of a perfectly straight road on the western side of 
Gujarpur. 

‘Tf the road is taken round the eastern side of Gujarpur, it wil 
cut a good many pieces of cultivated lands and so many 
ryots will suffer great loss. If the road is taken round the 

’ western side of Gujarpur, it will cut only waste lands. 
eg gg 31. The Dainsk-o- wee 4 ne es of the 17th April, says that 
Apl. 17th, 1890. bitcidass te adie ast year there was an increase in the profit 
maitehamcnanirss irccseonie of the Hast Indian Railway Company 3 the 
extent of Rs. 4,04,651, owing to an increase in the passenger traffic alone. 
The following statement shows the proportion in which the different 
clusses of passengers contributed to this increase :— 


Rg. 
Third class passengers ss ve 3,75,71 
Intermediate class passengers 
Second class passengers... 

Total increase ae 4,08,604 
Less decrease for first class = 3,953 


Net increase . 404,651 : 


It is clear from this that the profit from the first class passenger traffic bu 
fallen off by about four thousand rupees. And yet it is the first aod second 
class passengers alone whose comfort and convenience is consulted by ti 
authorities. It would not and it could not have been so if railway adm 
tration in India had been a purely trading affair. Railway administration 
in India is a purely trading affair so long as the question of European ver" 
Native does not arise in connection with it. And: the moment that quesim 

springs up, railway administration assumes the form of every other admin 

tration in this country in which English interests have to be consulted before 

native interests and native interests have to be sacrificed to English interes} 
And that is why the new Railway Act has ignored the most pressi0g 7 

—not to speak of the comforts—of those third class native passenger? N 
have given so many lakhs more to the East Indian Railway Company. +e 
calls of nature must not be allowed to be urgent or peremptory 10 the : 

of third class native passengers. They must have complete control ye 
such calls, and they must be able to attend to such calls only at pg 
tions whére it is convenient for the Railway Companies to stop their bit 
sufficiently long. The native must have complete control over nature, 


5 2 4 . ‘ * . 
= a 2 P . . c OW De ORRIN PTR ee ee os A le WP ttsd he pe . . . ~ ~ ™ 
a ey - Bis eet 3 + dae ES a . Pe ae a ae or ee a ‘ ; J " > 
Pn eae Fe Re AED. ey See Be MAM 5 EOS Ae PE sg ame 
bare. wae a 2 wie oh oe, x . & ie oe "ARR Se OF IPA See Pn 6 ae ee ae - a eke 
: Lak : * ~ a : ee PRS ge . . - . 
mi Se RE SSS . eine ea” ND tie Pid ote 5 a ben pee Same vag oh sie o ardacerent = ae ‘ 
. prs ae . « yt 
a ‘ we 2. A> ct an , 
’ ‘ot “ 


ie a A ai Fa we Ree — Bs a i tt vu 7 os . . : ies ; ; ; : ; 
Bn. Me ee ‘gt bas eax . a ve Ea wh se hss. cages Sapgegee te x 
; : “a Bek eae Tee aire Soe ie Se a We: : b , ean " ; a 
' , PRRs Mer ony : a a ae, ae UR: EG IS GA TEE Bo ‘ Si altewsae Mae RN ele IGP ER <A OE TY AM RET AP ide cnababir mays Spon, qi Sang z 
. i apt ‘leet . . " 1 ’ mee = ae — a Tages we. é ‘ * ‘ : » : 3 
ao eat i GP ie Rea REE ot yo ghia Rg bid i> ARB pce OED BG Sh MER 8 2B AR Se gh igo Sige wo mnca gE mde + aaa ani dtenitinai Bagi pi ; ia a3 
- ° o ap A , a bars” ts 
- 2 ‘ " y ya as 4 Ss afi 2 : ° i ee ae > 4 eth - aE ; i . 


Cord 
: Yee “s ee eee ie ia a ie . 


ae 
PP hn oy 
Pe a" . > com 


Pa ae f* 


. ee win ase ats Rpiys asec AR ne Wea ep Sane aa is - 
Ss CL, SSN RE Bs alae, Sis 5 Ss . we Legh Se Oe LE ERR ROT Se SEL a em Le ee m3 ; 
Se Ah ow fhe AC ORR Ti IR ln RC Alen Loh ae EB EE IE ER ERAN tbe te SRR te a 2 She tlion afield a mee arson tix aoa? porns ORD. eye eee 
x! 7 CS ae te FP . & Ty hstg My aia : rosin = ag? K ? " 
eick ax AaB se. . A . 
ae ve ee Fae r? - 


oe shee RR aa 69 


( 385 ) 


Englishman, It isso everywhere in this country. He carries 

i 7 India whom the Englishman fears. | 
the Th | ng Department: on the Tarakeswar line 
while -the same cost on the Gwalior line 


id that t 
. This difference 1s c 
highly-paid Kuropean engi 

The 


must be obeyed. 


89. The Sahachar, of the 9th April, has learnt from an Anglo-Indian seca ae 
: newspaper that it has been proposed to disband sha cea 
oe some Madrassi and Hindustani regiments. 
What can be the reason of this? The supposition that the Madrassis have 
become worthless as soldiers cannot be entertained for a moment. For 
have not Madrassi regiments distinguished themselves in the Burmese war 
as much as any other regiment? And the fact that Lord Beaconsfield 
ordered 7,000 Indian sepoys to Malta for possible service against the Russians 
during the Russo-Turkish war shows that English Generals have confidence 
in the fighting qualities of the sepoy. Is it not also a fact that seven Indian: 
cavalry soldiers occupied the town of Gasesasin during the Egyptian war ?. 
Again, no inference unfavourable to the sepoy can be made from the increasing: 
difficulty of obtaining recruits in this country, for the same difficulty is being 
experienced in England too. This difficulty is due to the low pay which is 
given to the sepoy, and not, as has been stated in the Pioneer, to any decay. of. 
the military spirit in the couatry. ee 
The good understanding which once subsisted between the sepoy 
and his European officer has disappeared and given place to hatred and dis- 
trust, The officer now hates the sepoy as a native, while the sepoy goes about 
| Saying that England does not now send such good officers as‘it did before. 
The sepoy has also lost his confidence in the military skill of his European 
officers, and he wants to see his own countrymen placed as officers over him. 
In this country the people exist for the officers and not the officers for the 
people, and so Government is unwilling to appojnt native officers in the 
army lest the step should involve a reduction in the number of its European 
olicers. Governmént, it is said, contemplates recruiting for its native arwy 
from among the Pathans. But it should bear in mind that if it ever goes to 
War with Russia, it will not.be able to depend on its Pathan regiments. For 
they will, it is certain, go over to the enemy, whom, for reasons which need 
ot be stated, they love more than they love the English. _- 
33. The Daintk-o-Samdchdr casas of he es April, refers to the Danak-o-Sauacan 
eas itation which has been set on foot in Sperm 
G et ee ngland against the opium policy of the Eau 
overnment of India, and makes the following remarks :— 
a he writer is opposed to the use of all intoxicating substances, 
Plum or ganja or wine. But he is nevertheless of opinion that opium is 
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less injurious than wine or ganja. Taken in small quantities, opium 80m 
times does much good. Unlike wine, it is not difficult to regulate its quantite 
or to keep its quantity within proper limits. And as people must hae 
intoxication in some form or other, it is desirable that they should take the 
intoxicating substance that does least harm. ° 

Opium and ganja are cheaper than wine, and poor people have oj 
late therefore begun to use ganja largely. But ganja is much more ipjy;: 
ous than opium, and if in consequence of the agitation in England the wd 
of opium receives a check, the result will be an increased use of ganja—a result 
which will certainly be a most regrettable one. If the use of opium ig pr. 
hibited, the general revenue will decrease by 12 crores a year, and this decrease 
will necessitate the imposition of new burdens on the already overtazed 
people. Besides, by bringing about a large increase in the sale of win. 
and ganja, the prohibition will do a world of mischief to the very people 
for whose benefit it has been proposed. Some say that it is with the object 
of securing a large sale of English whisky shat the philanthropists of Eng. 
land are agitating for the prohibition of opium in India. The writer ‘on his 
part does not like to ascribe motives to the good people of England, and Bays 
that they are agitating from mistaken notions of philanthropy, and that, if 
successful, their agitation will do more harm than good to the people of 
this country. 7 


1V.—Nattvs States. 


34. The Surabhi-o-Patdkd, of the llth April, says that in reply to 
Mr. Bradlaugh’s question in the House of 
acne renn teacher for the young Qommons on the subject of the appointment 
cindia. 
, of a European teacher for the youn 
Scindia, Sir John Gorst has said that in the judgment of the Indis 
Government now the Maharaja should be placed under a British tutor in the 
interests of the people! The writer cannot make out how the interests of 
the people of Gwalior can be served by appointing a European tutor for 
their young Maharaja. It is under the same pretext of advancing the 
interests of the people that Government has annexed Cashmere, and 
annexed it against their express desire to be governed by their ow 
Maharaja. This anxiety that Government is always evincing to advance the 
interests of the people of this country does not in all cases proceed from the 
best of motives. When the English Goveroment talks of the interests of the 


people, it probably means the interests of the people of England aud not of 
India. 


V.—PRosPECTs OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


85. The Madaripore correspondent of the Dacca Prakdsh, of the 13th 
re es April, says that rain is badly wanted there — 
" wed Pulses have not grown at all, and the lat 
aman crop was deficient, The people of these parts live chiefly by growing 
jute and paddy, but for want of rain the cultivation of these two crops 
not yet begun. Coarse rice is selling at 143 or 15 seers per rupee. 


VI.—MiscELLANEOUS. 


86. The Saks, of the 8th April, has learnt that a letter and a telegram 
cere money addremed 7 the Secretary to ba ry “a 
o Magistrate, the Post Office, an ommittee of Rajshahye were delivere 
oe eee Se Post Office to the District Magistrate and a 
to the addressee, and that the Magistrate detained them for a few be 
sending them to the latter. The Postal Department and the agistrate 
should at once explain their conduct. ) 
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97, The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 8th April, says that since last Boxpwax Sansvam, 


week a tiger is causing much depredation at 
Atiger at Panchra in the district Panchra, Amadpur,and the surrounding villages 
of Burdwan in the district of Burdwan. The authorities 
3 villages of the pest. 
“— 7 parce of the same paper complains of the ravages of tigers 
iii pede. villages within the jurisdiction of the 
Tigers within athe Burdwan damalpore thana in the district of Burdwan. 
‘strict. : . he other day oe’ men " eh oa and 
anchra were killed by tigers. The authorities should cut down 
sengie pos the bridge at Chanbera on the Chakdighi road, which gives 
shelter to these tigers. : shi ee 
39 The Sahachar, of the 9th April, says that the recent risings in 
different parts of Russia for compelling the 
Czar to liberalise the constitution ought to 
sonvince the people of this country that they enjoy much more liberty than 
the subjects of the Czar. It is admitted by all classes of English politicians 
that the rights which are enjoyed by English citizens will in the course of 
time be conferred on the people of India. And it is asignificant fact that 
when the rulers of India refuse to grant any political demand of the Indian 
people, they do so not on any absolute unwillingness to grant it, but oa 
the ground that the time for granting it has not yet come. This shows that 
the English rulers of India consider it their duty to shape their policy in 
accordance with the wants and wishes of the Indian people. But it is the 
very reverse of all this in Russia, which is under an iron rule which has up 
to this time successfully resisted all efforts for reform. 
40. Referring to the subscriptions that are being raised to perpetuate 
ae the memory of Lord Reay’s administration, 
mead the Semvdd Prabhdkar, of the 11th April, says 
that, after Lord Ripon, no Indian administrator has had so great an honour 
shown to him as is being shown to Lord Reay. The administration of Lord 
Reay has shown that the system of choosing provincial governors from 
among the educated nobles of England may, from time to time at least, do to 
India an amount of good which she cannot possibly expect from any 
civilian governor. May His Lordship, by God’s grace, after a safe voyage 
~ — to be as staunch a friend to India as he has been during his 
stay here 
41. The Surabhi-o-Patdka, ofthe 11th April, says that under the 


rae English rule the people of India have lost all 
| S real independence. The consciousness of 
being under a foreign rule has robbed them of all buoyancy of spirit, and they 
are consequently becoming physically weaker every day. Recruits for the 
army cannot now be obtained without difficulty from among the Sikhs, and the 
ahomedans of the Punjab are showing increased love for agricultural 
pursuits, According to the Péoncer, this decay of martial spirit emong the 
people of India is due to their enjoyment of peace for a long time under the 
ntish Government. But if a long enjoyment of peace is a cause of the 
decline of the military instinct, how has peace and pleasure loving Burma 
produced 80 many dacoits, and how are the Goorkhas still considered to be the 
*stsoldiers in the Indian army? The fact is, it is not the enjoyment of peace 
ae the English rule that is making the Indian people weak. It is the 
“ey which is exercised over them by their English rulers that is robbing 
— all buoyancy of mind and is consequently causing their physical 
aeration. The people of India now consider themselves an absolutely 
ne “ss people and they fear to call anything their own. A spirit of 
. pendency has taken firm possession of their minds. The Indian serving 
© army has lost his old military ardour and considers himeelf fortunate 
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if he can serve out his time somehow or’ other and then retire o 
The Englishman begins service under Government as a very com 
and ends by becoming one of its heads. The Indian enters the service 

Government with no higher aspiration than that of retiring on pension. ’ 


People require power and buoyancy of spirit in order to become e ) 
The Indians are not without power or ability, but for want of encourapene, 
from Government they fee] mentally depressed and are consequently becom; : 
weak and inactive. They are not free to act as they please. If they aay 
kill a jackal, they mast call ina Feringhee to do it. They must not do it 
themselves. And deprived of all freedom, they have nothing to do exo, : 
living from hand to mouth and carrying out the orders of their English mation 
A position like this does not certainly produce mental hilarity. And th. 
English rulers of India know that where the mind is morose there the body ; 
weak, Itis because they know this that they do everything in their peter 
keep their English officers in spirit. | 

And they will in course of time come to know what seeds of mischief 
they are sowing by robbing the people of Endia of their mental ease anj 
huoyancy. 

The people of India are daily becoming more and more weak and help. 
less. And theie helplessness which comes of their weakness will either 
bring about their extinction as a race, or will demoralise them beyond measure 
by compelling them to be cunning and artful. The power of improving theie 
condition is not in their hands, and no amelioration of that condition can he 
looked for until the interest of their Kinglish rulers happens to lie. in g 
direction in which their interference in this behalf is unavoidable. Particular 
reference is then made to the physical weakness of the people of Bengal, and 
the remark is made that the fact that during the Mahomedan rule Bengal 
furnished 23,3380 horse, 801,158 foot, 1,170 elephants, 4,260 cannon and 
4,400 boats to the Emperors at Delhi, is proof that Bengal is now physically 


weaker than before, and that its physical deterioration is due to the rigors 
of English rule. 


D pension. 
MON Officer 
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AuMabt, 42. The Ahmad, of the 13th April, says that the poverty of the people 


Art 19, 1008 of this country is rapidly increasing. The 
Government and agriculture 


Rn im agricultural outlook is very gloomy. Iti 
| oe true Government is taking steps to improre 
agriculture, but, considering the nature and extent of the misery with whic 


the country is threatened, those steps are inadequate and unimportant. The 
money which is spent by Government upon model farms is out of all propor 
tion to the good they are doing. These model farms need not be abolished. § 
They should be made more useful. Government has ascertained that ther 
are vast tracts of uncultivated fertile land throughout Bengal, and especiall 
in the Chittagong and Mymensingh districts, but it has done nothing beyond 
ascertaining this. Considering their extreme poverty, the poor cultivators of the 
country cannot be expected to move in the direction of bringing such Laois 
under cultivation. There are now some educated men who would willingly,taks 
up agriculture as their profession, and who cannot do so for want of capt 
Government should therefore start some model farms in East Bengal, 2 
utilise the services of these men in their working. And then, when i 
farms are in good working order, Government can gradually withdraw # 
capital. This will be both lucrative to Government and beneficial to 
people. If Government feels any diffidence about advancing a large su8 
for this purpose from the public exchequer, it can easily raise the requis 
capital by opening shares and form the shareholders into a comp# 
keeping the power of supervision in its own hands. cultur 
condition of East Bengal is gradually becoming worse and worse, 

hoped that Sir Steuart Bayley will direct his attention to the matter. 
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43. The Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandrika, of the 14th April, referring 
to the last celebration of the Charak festival, 
says that the festival still exists, but the sturdy 
amusements which characterised it in olden times have now disappeared. 
The element of cruelty is indeed gone ; but its disappearance means another 
equse added to those which are making the people lifeless. 


44. The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrant, of the 14th April, says that, though 
the Indians have received many benefits from 


The Charak festival. | 


English rule in India. 


them. Does this argue ingratitude in the Indians? No. The Indians are 
not satisfied with the English, but they are not ungrateful to them. But 
why are they dissatisfied? Isit because English rule has its defects ? it 


~ eannot be for that reason. For there is not a form of Government that 1s 


free from defects, and there isno country whose Government is free from 


| defects. That the Indians are dissatisfied with English rule, is not because 


that rule is not faultless, but because it lacks the most important and 
essential features of English rule as it exists in England. 


The cardinal principle of English rule is that the people are their own 


real rulers, and that the administration should be carried on according to their 


wishes. Wherever the English have adopted this principle their ru.e has 
proved satisfactory and has acquired firmness and permanence. Indeed, the 
extent to which this principle is adopted in a country forms the measure of 
real English ascendency in that country. The English may conquer the 
whole world by the sword and may not yet govern it. In many instances 
English policy has proved more effective than English arms, Ireland is an 
illustration in point. Every reader of history knows what a scene of anarchy 
and oppression Ireland was. The English could not subdue the Irish by 
force of arms. It was only by the adoption of this cardinal principle 


of English rule that they were able to restore peace and order in tnat 
country. 


But is India governed according to this cardinal principle of English 
ru? If it had been, the Indians would have had little reason to be 


— dissatistied with English rule. 


45. The Datntk-o-Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 17th April, says that, 


a | though the cultivation of silkworm dis- 
Prat industrial position of India and gypeared from France more than twenty years 
; ago, French weavers have yet kept up their 
lk manufacture by importing raw material from other silk-producing 
countries. In order to givean impetus to this manufacture, the French 
Government has repealed all export duties on silk cloth, and has imposed 
a duty of 10 per cent. on all silk cloth imported into the country. This wise 
policy has saved the weavers of France from ruin. But the free trade policy 
of Kngland has ruined the weavers of India. If the Indians had been a free 
people like the French, England could not have filled the markets of India 


| With her cotton fabrics by the help of a free trade policy. 


_M. Pasteur having discovered a means for destroying the insects which 
aré injurious to silkworms, the people of France are again taking to the 
Cultivation of silkworms. And asthe French Government bas been wise 
enough to keep the French weaver class from dying out, the silk-growin 
l0dustry again bids fair to flourish in France. Tne French do not follow the 
Tee trade policy; their one aim in commerce is to maintain their own 
Industries in a flourishing condition; and hence the material prosperity 
the French nation. But the Indians are a subject people: they are not 


ree to act as they wish. They can, therefore, do nothing by envying France 
*T prosperity. : ee 


DAINIK-0-SAHACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 
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the English, they are not still satisfied with | 
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PaRIDARSHAE, 
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Assam Papers. 


46, It appears to the Partdarshak, of the 7th April, from the A 

Gazette, that Mr. Rita, a clerk in the Chin 

a oo Assistant ~QOommissioner’s Office, has been appointed : 

scat Extra Assistant Commiesi af 

° ° °: oe ° oner, after t 

publication of the article regarding him in this paper (see Report on Nay: 

Papers for week ending the 22nd March, paragraph 78). The writer lee 

to know if the special sanction of the Secretary of State has been obtained 

to this appointment. The number of Government appointments in Aggan 

is very few, and if even those few appointments are given to outsiders, whe; 

are the nutives of the province themselves to find employment? ‘Wh, 

Government so indifferent to the interests of the people of the land ? dee 

47. The same paper is glad that Mr. Cossins has been promoted t, 

| ee be the Assistant Secretary of the Chie 

Peete y om pnt sub-divisional (Commissioner, although the people of Karin. 

gunge will no doubt miss him very much 

Mr. LeMesurier will be a fit successor of Mr. Cossins in Karimgunge f 

Government sees its way to giving him the vacant post. But whether 

Mr. LeMesurier gets it or not, it should not, in consideration of its respon. 
sible nature, be given to any officer in the Assam Valley. 

48. A correspondent writes to the same paper contradicting the 
allegations made in some previous issues 
against the Munsif of Sunamgunge (se 
Reports on Native Papers for weeks, ending the 22nd March and 5th April, 
paragraphs 80 and 72 respectively). 

49. <A correspondent of the same paper complains of an inequitable 

| assessment of the income-tax by Mr. M.N. 

mooie —L_, ae. eT Becing that their 
complaints are not heeded by the authorities, the despairing people have no 
alternative but to bear the burden in silence. If the Chief Commissioner 
wakes a little enquiry, he will find what oppression the poor people in 
particular are subjected to. 


The Munsif of Sunamgunge. 
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